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EXCOMMUNICATION 


OF MRS. MARIA TOWNSEND, 





It a meeting of the Session of the Brick Church, 


1 in Session Room, Friday, 
(Concluded Srom page $Ot 


- ! ‘omimittee in tl ( f f Mrs. Maria T vn 
.Vew- York, Fel ua 4 . <4 } ) | 


end, reported, } y had called on Mrs T. and 
MARIA TOWNSEND, ] 


eal tlo vince her of her error, and 
Madam—It has becom ! 


» say, that their efforts were without any 
Committee appointed | the yt th ct Whereupon. 
k Presbyterian Church, to cit , al Resolved, That Maria Townsend be excommu 


tu 
cite you, to appear before nicated from this ¢ rch, and that the first publi 
Church, on Monday, the 11th inst., our} annunciation i be made the ensuing 
k. P. M. inthe Session room of said Church,] Lord’s Da 


of Persevering disbelief of Ordered, That the wing minute be made in 
the doctrine of the Everlasting Punishment of the | the al ; 
ked 


swer to the charg 


Townsend hath been, by suffi 
The testimony to prove the cl e, is your own } Wi ersevering disbelief of the 
ssion. Affectionately yours, 


! : punishment of the wick 
(Signed) 


| ; ter mut admonition and prayer, obst 

H W. BULKLEY, S fie ulely retu i » | ! ie Ch ren, ind hath mani 

STEPHEN LOCKWOOD, 4 a fog nn ei repentance, therefore, in the 
nd by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
New-York, Februa ’ . this 5 ion |} i her be excluded from 

RS. MARIA TOWNSEND, 

Madam—I am direct é rdere t th le rnish Mrs. Townsend 

k Presbyterian Church, wns he a se loins don Dene cnn. 
lowing extract from their minutes. 


meet? a of the Nes ion of the 


2 ¢ } ‘ I ld ¢ rs. To ensend. 
terian Church, Mo lay, ee ‘ nnuncia hre r of 29th 


e, (Sundav) by Di 


lerator laid fore the S 


mmunication from Mrs. Maria T as my recollection 
31, 1822, in which she attempte 
» has embrace - KOOW ILE 


fs) - 
re eipl me my patniui l t 


th luty, to announce that 
pear pe rsonally Mrs. M iria 7 yWHSt 


, observing that in this « 


tion, but declining to nd, a member of this Church, 
Session ymmu- is fol years past, persevered in denying the 
he had expressed to the Session all she had | 4 everlasti punishment of the w 

Whereupon, d, an esent er children for de 
Resolved, That Mrs. Townsend be, and hereby tu } rd 
is, suspended from the sealing ordinances of thn 0 it the we i will be save 
Church. 


rship, where 


Resolved, That the case of Mrs. Townsend be 
referred to the Presbytery of New-York, for thei 
idvice. I am, Madam, Respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, Dear Sir—As I am informed that blic excom 
H. W. BULKLEY, munication is expected to take place next Sabbath 
Clerk of Session of B. P. Church, N. ¥. 


(Signed 


morning y supposed error in 
— faith, an il sf ould bring a reproach 
New-York, June 29, 1822. ipon the cause of religion, in the eyes of those who 
WRS. MARIA TOWNSEND, \orant of the ft 


faith I profess, I feel it my duty 


Madam—It has become my duty to transmit to 1 brief summary of the 


doctrine I believe 
u, the following extract from the minutes of the 


Session of Brick Presbyterian Church 
nan-street, 


>taucht in the Scriptures, requesting it to be 


in Beek-| read in the presence of that public before whom I 
Very respectfully, your obed. servant, | am accust 1. 


(Signed H. W. BULKLEY, I. I believe 


Clerk of Ses 


in the fall, and total depravity of man- 





$10 their restoration through the suffer- 
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Jesus ( st 


; 
bite (ly ! , «are made 


MNpies 


l bolle VE 

With the Ps 

1 into hell, 

i! 1, is | understan ind 

, rel God.” Also, that * all 

the world shall remember and turn unto | Chureh 
ind al e kindreds of the Mall | eipline 
foie him. All nations w 
ma W mshi » be tort 


mmunpicated ft 


omimuni j ri ly n rT quotations from 5 


with reproach the 


~~ 


le up of briet, 


mul, secure beyond th rei . whicl ink, it would be muel 


en 


omuses of its Creator, re to refute. t cai ited,) than to conde 


inerring wisd ee! e lett “ebruary 16, 1822, from the 
} nhn + . ' 
fully StULOTDLAL l ©. if Sess ) ; us Ived, that Mrs. Towns 


from the sealing or 


iat we mav be enal ( ol nl Nat 10. Sec 


uly, a e in the truth . t en any me é f the Church shall hav 
Witl ws vo 0 deserving censure, the jad 


Sd Section 


In the letter of the 10th of February, 1822, Mrs. | same Chant nthe sentence of suspension 


1Y ° “ar 
Townsend is charged with * persevering disbelief of : ( recommended, in whic! 


the doctrine of the everlasting punishment of the nee ‘ ! ted stn. Sin is the transg 


ked.” And ina letter from the Clerk of ti ik the lai. 51 vy considered as 


June 29, 1822, informing her of the ni ra ; but, thank G 


| excommunication, he states, that a minut there is not the sha ; a charge of the slight 
ime words 1s order j to be made. Wi po mpropriety of con t | against Mrs. T 


iOST SOLEMNLY PROTEST against this mode of 1: and ther id ! inv ground fot 


erpression ; inasmuch as its tendency is ta leave an | chy ‘ HDO would not h 


impression on the mind of the hearer, that w on 


ve 


sider sin a matter of less importance than the 


NSeriptures represent it to be: whereas. we have ! » letters, respecting what is, 


ever zealously maintained, that sin is ever followed nsit ier transgression. Itis called 


by a corresponding misery, and holiness by happi- ( f government speaks of 


ness. aul . Can an error of judgment, ll 


Dr. Spring, at the time he excommunicated Mrs. it she is in error,) honestly, and therefor 


7" } ~ 
ywnsend, was in ssession of her last letter, in sntly, entertained, be denominated sin: 





} ly 1 e. ¥ Bos 4 4 ] 
h she says, “ J as firmly believe as yourself, that | then none but those who are infallible, are 
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SIX Name 


sidered 
solemnly 


ind sincet 


honest: | 


thei 

und that on the subjec 

rm ot discy line, im the 
nd despising 


ment ot 


his last subye ct than 


who unit 
t know- 
ciul 


ike the Dire 


onside 


themselves 


your sin, mm thus ti 
to hear hus ch 
ntivy entertame 


icknowledge it 


isa Lre al 


rainst God 4 This would 
mmission of sin, for the purpose of em, but sin 
lieved from the sequences of that which 





il, ind we 


not exerted 








tle 


in what we esteem as a better cause, the cause of 


that God who is the “Saviour of all men, as well 


specially of those who believe” this divine truth. 


We, 
har py 


however, look forward with exultation, to thi 


ind 


period, when 
he 


when we shall all unite in the praise of God, and 


he, ple among 


the pe 


whom labours, shall with us see eve to eve 


of the Lamb, who hath redeemed us to himself by 


his own blood; when there will be no more col 


lision of sentiment, wh there will be one unva- 


ried round of never-ending h 
<— 
ruk 


irmony. 


rO THE EDITOR O}F 
Sir—On the 
in article copied from the Witness, a periodical 
published at Newsuran,(N. Y.) 


that it is several veat 


GOSPEL HERALD. 


last pag of the ene losed } ier, Is 


work, It appears 


the circumstance related 


since 


there was then only one christian 


took place, as 
, and now there 
in the G. H. 


u will much oblige 


~ongregation in that pla are sir. 


By publishing the article together 


with your remarks, 5 
A FRIEND TO CONSISTENCY. 
A CONTRAST. 
following article is from the “ Witness,” a 


it New! urgch, (N. Y. 


Being ourselves acquainted with some of the cir- 


periodical work, publish 


cumstances detailed, and betng confident, from 


the character of its author, that entire credit is due 

to every thing that is stated in the piece, we hesitate 

not to give it a pl Christian Spectator. 
In the late reign of infidelity, Newburgh, N. Y. 


for its deism. 


we, 
was remarkable A blind emissary of 
infidelity who visited Baltimore and other places, 
appeared in Ne “ burgh, and preac hed his abomina- 
ble doctrines, railing against the Bible and every 


Through 


his influenee, there was formed there a Druidical 


sacred thing connected with christianity. 


Society, named after the heathen Druidical priests 
in Britain before the introduction of christianity in- 
to that island, It had a high priest, and met at stated 
times. ‘These meetings wete held in the true spirit 
of infidel immorality, for the purpose of rooting out 
and destroying all true religion. There was at that 
time one christian organized congregation in New- 
burgh. Its pastor, the professors, and the friends of 
Bible religion generally, were openly attacked in 
the streets, and ridiculed with many vulgar and abu- 
sive epithets ; and it is said, the pastor was even 
spit upon, The men who were attached to this in- 
fidel club possessed considerable wealth and influ- 
ence. 

On a Sabbath, when the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper was dispensing in the christian congregation 
of the village, a few of the leading members of the 
Druidical club went to a spring in the neighbour- 
hood, and one of them, with the approbation of the 


On the 


same evening, he who had done the impious deed, 


rest, administered the sacrament to dogs. 
was attacked with a violent inflammatory disease ; 
his inflamed eyeballs were protruded from their 
sockets ; his tongue was swollen in his mouth ; and 
he died before morning, in great mental and bodily 
agony. This awful judgment was esteemed a death- 
blow to deism in Newburgh. 
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Other infidels have since died in the 
deaths little 


life of intemperance, was attacked by mortification 


Villag . 


less alarming. One of them, afte 


and carbuncles on his back—into which the surge, 


cut deeply. While writhing under the pain of the 
operation, he 


did 


thus cut to pie ces,” 


begged the operatol to abstain, iD 


said “ he not wish to goto hell with his ba 
His infidel associates comny 
ly attended around his death-bed, and shameles 


W 


room 


indulged in boisterous laughter and mirth. 


his detstical connexions were not in the 
“ It was strange that he, who but a few 

be aff 
ed so dreadfully ; and that if he did not expect 1 


the 


said, 
before had been in health, should now 


recover, he should be most miserable man y 


on earth.” On the night of his death, and shor: 
before it, he, according to the habit of his life, sv 
in a shockingly profane manner. Some other di 
who formerly occupied a respectable rank in s1 
ind possessed considerable property, are now s 
eraded, “ that no one does them reverence Tg 
There are, at present, five churches and six 
regations, within the 
and a flourishing Bible Society, while de 


corporation limits of Ne 
burg} 9 
is so abashed that hardly any one dares to speak 
its favour. 

3,000 souls. 


The population of the village is al 


REMARKS. 
When we say it is possible the above narration 
events at Newburgh is truth, we say quite as mu 
as reason and common sense will authorize. T 
fact, however, that “ God is merciful and longsut 
fering,” proves to our satisfaction that the ace 
is false ; coloured, as it is, with local circumstar 
of time and place, and arranged after the true sty 
That a deist 


sore eyes, and be afflicted with an inflammatory 


of monkish trumpery. should ha 
ease, or a carbuncle, is nothing strange ; since the 
really pious and good disciples of Calvin and Ho; 
That 
hat 


intemperance should destroy the he uth of a deist 


kins are afilicted with grievous diseases also. 


is no more extraordinary than that some of the mos 
pious and holy people in New-York, and perhaps 
other places, should lose their health from the sam 
cause, and present a mournful spectacle of hun 
depravity and imbecility. 

Now we give the writer of the Newburgh articl 
credit for consistency in his fable; for his tern 


god, whom he worships, is represented in the 
character of a tyrannical and revengeful being, 
quick to anger, of little merey, and almost empty ot 
compassion. But “our Gop is the Gop of Salva 
lion.” He is “ slow to anger, of creat mercy, an 
He never “ afflicts willingly, 


To Him, there 


full of compassion.” 
nor erieves the children of men.” 
fore, be glory for ever, Amen. 
i 
ENDLESS PUNISHMENT, 
A DOCTRINE OF PAGAN ORIGIN 
BY WILLIAM PITT SMITH. 
(Concluded from page 404.) 
Upon the third general proposition above laid 
down, I am now to show, that the doctrine of an 


eternal hell follows as a natural consequence, from 
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error, inte which uninstructed mankind . ) ise v, that all heresies be 


yniversally fall; and which was anciently su ged to rf but that in this he had erected 
: philosophical sec [ creat re tion. | | ead qu ( let us examine the conse 
farther back than the tu on ’ ithi ) If there be two inde 
find Isaiah pro lly rect e words] pendent principles, | it be admitted that an eter 
is the 


sat famous prince of . un th 1, INCI} fevill i a parte ante 


; 


ere is none else; there 1 J 1001 é t, th must eXist an eternal 


ed thet though thou hast hh i a i v1 tj iri Pos ror W tever has eNXisted trom 
vy from the r x ¢ al it 1 : ym necessity; and whatever 

must continue to exist to eter 
I form the ind tn | principle must operate to an 
e, and : ! ith t { principle, mankind will 
eiIng made ete iallV 

v miserable. Thus tne 
Frounded upon the beliliet 
evil, is natural and easy 
ian em-| F { remises, and these only, can it be 
two eternal in ynal luced agan, from his first prin 
principles gh i darkness, OY good | ¢ | a on | ison, that the pains of 
That all ed i , with which we he ced wil vable; but the Christian 
1, are ne re tol ! nation ol por, ius } t o | velation, 


That ley a { struggle “ t] ’ rod ? om, through 





ther, } pet i i eat \ in, } L ed for ever 


reneral proposition, I 
ible the 
ney 

ot heaven, was Ca ed Oy as 


presiding over hell, Arim ius. | quoted | e, to check its influen on the rel 


this erroneous philosophy, to me it appears, | gious sentiments of his countrymen. For, however 


of nature is more easii\ betray- ( vveful they micht be of their sa red record . such 


When that strange mixture | is human nature, that Judea, making for a long pe 


} ? | 
food and evil, every where t 


> , 
to od p f the Babvlonish empire, themselves Jed 


itself tothe superficial exam- | int ptivity, and exposed in its splendid metropo 





uninstructed mind, its partial views l fascinating } { example, 


passions, create a strong bias in favow tions of tl rava int, and to the conver 
itiment. Nor is this merely theoretical. I the I ] : orruption of 

crand outlines of this philosophy are foun i th he m with re n have expected 

id the vulgar belief of many savage nations; 1d i ircumstancs ince his expectation was 


ially such as are most in a state of nature, most ] The Jews, however, had been bette 
it, most free, and least influenced by priest . than t it the first principles of this 
They are found among the uncultivated ilosophi 1€ supposition of two first causes is 


ibes of Asia and Africa, between whom, no com- | even | ! liction ; as indeed the whole 
ition of sentiment can be supposed to exist. | schem«e re lemonstrated, by the best meta 


' , 
physi ! ise as it is Impious. But 


1g the wild aborigines of this country, are peo- | | 


who implore the protec tion and amity of the! the nat | n just conclusion from this supposi 


i principle alone ; because, say they, the good is| tion m , which has already been pointed out, 
osed to befriend us; and therefore prayer | viz. that hell will be eternal, not being so obviously 
would be unnecessary. I am disposed to] irrational, or contradictory to the sacred volume 

ippears this | seems to have been adopted by some of the Jews 
hy, that it even in some degree affected the | Probably the highest employments of office in thei 


ire, so congenial to barbarism 


thology of Greece and Rome. In those polite} subjugated country, were often in the hands of men 


polished countries, where the fine arts had ar- cardless of religion; who, affected, as jittle mind 


ed to a high degree of excellence, religion was | : \ , by the splendour and dignity of their 


complicated machinery of policy and priestcraft. | po conquerors ours, would be in 
logue has been made of thirty thousand gods | perceptl i, or even proud to ape their senti 
paganism; as many of whom, if we are | ments, a ve figurative letter of the Mosai 


heathen writers, possessed dispositions | law would I dingly we find, that 


’ 
to human happiness as otherwise. It hilo, an me v, about the time of Christ. 
their celestial, they had likewise their in-| w1 . Po punishment of the wicked perso 


leities. But, what is more ext ] irv. to Liv r y cv, and to be tor ever in pains 





his notion of lwo principles rave rise to that famous | tl f ‘ it who taught Philo to des 


| 
resy among Christians, | ie Manichean ’ thi cula | positive manner, the cit 
| 


which you may see defended by the ingenious Mons stan Since it was neither M 











nor the prophets, we may well conclude it to have 


been the magian sectaries of Alexandria, which was 
the place ef his residence. He was fond of being 
wise above what was written ; and perhaps proud to 
engraft, upon the sacred vine of Judea, the unfruit- 
ful cyons of a borrowed philosophy. But as opin- 
ions Were various among the Jews at this time, as 
there were sceptical gentry even among them, who 
lenied the immortality of the soul, let us inquire 


loctrine in particu 


who they were, that taught this « 
lar. It is among the best authenticated facts of an- 
tiquity, that they comagonly supposed that every 
Jew, uncorrupted by some heresy, or who acted in 
obedience to the points mentioned by the Rabbins, 
would be punished in hell, for other crimes, not 
ibove one year. Josephus informs us, that “ the 
Pharisees, in particular, held that the souls of the 
wicked were to be punished with perpetual punish- 
ments, and that there was appointed for them a pei 

petual prison.” And who were the Pharisees: 
They were the grandees of Jude i, remarkable for 
their pride; and therefore, without doubt, as re 

markable for their cringing obsequiousness to their 
pagan superiors. They were of all men most ob- 
noxious to the reproaches of Christ, for their osten- 
tation, irreligion, and those ridiculous traditions and 
doctrines, whereby they had made void the spirit of 
the sacred writings. 

It remains now to consider the fourth and last 
proposition—that the fashionable opinions of the 
pagan world, infected the doctrines of the Christian 
church; certain circumstances of which, at an early 
period, were peculiarly favourable to the introduc- 
tion of the heresy you support. Such was the irre- 
sistible force of that external evidence which ac- 
companied primitive Christianity, that many of th 
most learned of the heathens, wére impelled to ac- 
knowledge its divine original, and yet continued, all 
their lives after, blinded to its doctrines by the 
strong prejudic es of education. They no sooner 
became its converts, than all their ingenuity and 
learning were employed to bind Jt into consistency 
with the tenets they had formerly held, and to which 
self-conceit and habit had bigoted them. He has 
paid but little attention to ecclesiastical history, 
who is ignorant of the monstrous heresies introdu- 
ced into the church by this very means. I have al- 
ready mentioned the Manichean, and the history of 
the Gnostics furnish many others. Synesius, bish- 
op of Ptolemais, accustomed to the double meaning 
of Plato, (who, under his popular doctrine ofa future 
state, taught, in allegory, precepts of morality,) and 
persuaded that his soul was eternal @ parte ante, be- 
ing a discerped part of the Deity, could never be 
brought to believe in the Scripture doctrine of the 
resurrection; but always supposed, that under the 
whole account of it, there was hidden some sublime 


and profound mystery. Inthe Platonic school, evil 


habits had been called death, and a reformation of 


life, a resurrection. And doubtless it was in this 
way, that an admiration of the metaphysics of Plato 
and his followers, who taught that Genii, as so ma- 
ny angels or messengers, were emploved, under the 
Supreme Being, in conducting the affairs of men, 
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introduced the worship of angels and depart 
saints. Thus it was, that an admiration of the s 


ical morality introduced the austere humour of pl 


cing much religion in retiring into desarts and moy 


asteries, in bodily pain, and in doing per 


Thus the logic, the distinctions and sublleties oj 


Aristotle, introduced all that unintelligible jar 


that rendered the clearest truths subject to the dark 


est litication. And thus the doctrine of an eternal 


hell was introduced by the marian philoso; hv, 


the universal prejudice of paganism, by the policy of 


the most celebrated literati, by the countenance 


the Pharisees, or crandees of Judea, and by the say 


guinary sprit of the early ages of Christiani 
When heathen and Jewish converts, of high 


and reputation, were flocking in, prejudice d to thi 


opinion ; when it was found to give a literal signi! 


cation to some highly figurative passages of Sc: 
ture; when the true intention of this was lost 
sq 
ind benevolence were exchanged for flames 


uabbles for infallibilitv ; when Christian humilit 


ni 


cursing ; when bishops engaged against bishops, in 


the fiercest animosities—when imprisonment, ex 


communication, banishment, confiscation, murde 


massacre and torture, were brought on Christi 


by each other—when parties appeared to vie, whi 


of them could best wield the arms of the Almicht 


ind throw about his thunder with the surest destr 


tion—a consignment to eternal perdition and ner 


endine pains, then made a spirited paragraph in 


fashionable anathema, came nobly up to the sty] 
persecution, and in return gave a fresh stimul 


the zeal of the pious inditer. 


But if among the true followers of Jesus, in tl 


apostolic age, it was believed, that the time w 
it length come about, when he should conquer 


his enemies ; when sin, and hell, and death sho 


be no more, might we not expect to find somewher 


the remains of the doctrine; or at least a corrupt: 


vestige of it? Hartley, in his observations on m 
makes the following remark: “The doctrin 
purgatory, as now taught by the papists, seems t 
a corruption of a genuine doctrine, held by the 
cient fathers, concerning a purifying fire. It n 
perhaps be, that the absolute eternity of punishm« 


was not then received, nor till after the introduc 


! 


of metaphysical subtleties relating to time, eternity 


&c. and the ways of expressing them; that is, 


till after the pagan philosophy and vain deceit h 


mingled itself with and corrupted Christianity.” 

Thus it appears, what I asserted to you in a forn 
letter, that the doctrine of the universal restitut! 
of nature, is a peculiar doctrine of Christiar 


Let there be light, (the sublimest mandate that » 


ever uttered,) opens and closes this glorious syst 
alone. The Sehekinah of God rests only on the 

cred ark. And is not this peculiarity an evidenc' 
the divine origin of that religion which discloses 


Suppose an intelligent spirit, from anothet world, 


search of a revelation said to be given from Godt 


' 


man; might he not expect to find the system! 


taucht, distinguished from all others, by some pr 


/ 


liarity, or beautiful characteristic ? And should bh 


expect further, that some erroneous principle ¥ 


mu 
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neral 


which 


will find in discourse, published on 


the occasion, you are requested to 


its influen 


nding 


among in this corner of the vineyard ; we onl, 


seem to want afew zealous labourers, men of mnteg 


rity and talent, and creat good might be effected. 


Wi 


commencing with our 


ype, that the present intercourse now 


be 
the 


already hy 
will 
ol 


brethren, 
Head 


for the attainment of an object so desira- 


American 


made instrumental under the great 
Church, 

ble Along with this, [have written also to Mr. E. 
Mitchell, Pastor, New-York, in which I have enter- 
ed into some particulars which nearly concern us. 


[ have req 


| 


iested the Third Volume of the Gospel 
Herald, when complete ; the whole of the other 
seven Universalist periodical publications, from the 
commencement of each, if possible; the Life of 
Mr. J. Murray, and Relly’s Union. Should this be 
to Mr. Mitchell, would you 
The brethren here are 
The money 


found too troublesome 
have the goodness to assist. 
upon the very tip-toe of expectation. 
will be remitted, or paid here according to order. 
Hoping that you may perceive the house of Saul, 
which is death, tending to decay, and the house of 
David, 


stieneth, [remain, dear Brother, though at a 


which is Love, progressively acquiring 
creat 
local distance, your coadjutor in proclaiming glory 
to God in the highest, on earth peace and good will 
o men. WILLIAM WORRALL. 
No. 102 Argyle-street, Glasgow. 
Feb. 26, 1823. 
Norte. 


lishing the works wanted by ow Brother Worrall, to 


-We recommend to our Brethren, pub- 


forward a set of each, gratuitously, to this city, with 
ny other publications they may be disposed to pre- 


sent to our foreign Brethren: we will furnish our 


quota, and, in conjunction with our Brother M., as- 
whole to their place of des- 
Ep. 


sist in forwarding tl 
ination. 
_ 
rO THE PATRONS OF THE GOSPEL HERALD 
The Number the Third 
Volume Gosret Herarp. In reviewing 


present concludes 
of the 
the past, when under the smiles of a beneficent 
Providence, the guardianship of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, the mists of error, and the darkness of super- 
stition have fast receded before the dawn of Truth, 
and the rising ef the Sun of the Redeemer’s righ- 
teousness, shining brilliant with demonstration, pro- 
claiming peace and good will toward men, we have 
joyful felicitation, abundant cause of cratitude, and 
more than ordinary inducement to look with pleas- 
ing anticipation to the future. The great and grand 
abject of man’s emancipation from the night of ig- 
the 


of Gospel light and liberty, rolls onward, in God’s 


norance and wo, and introduction to day 
dispensgtion, on the wheels of time, and will con- 
tinue to roll like the mountain wave, till darkness 
and error are engulfed in oblivion, and one “un 
clouded blaze” of life, and light, and love, encircle, 
in unbounded and eternal effulgence, congregated 


and admiring worlds. 


work of love and good will to man, feeling, we trust 


the good of the common cause at heart, will become 


Patrons in word and deed. In a pecuniary point 


of view, no object is seen ofr regard d, Save the 
s necessary to defray the 


Est 


must ¢ 


expenses incident to 


his lishment. 


The Patrons of this Paper 


onsider that thev retard or accelerate its 


progress and usefulness, in proportion as they are 


1 


punctual in affording the necessary aid, or are defj- 
cient and negligent in fulfilling their engagements, 
A serious consideration of these things, and the great 
advantages to result from punctuality, with the 
gloomy reverse, in the aggregate, amounting to se- 
the 


part of those more immediately concerned in con 


rious and uncomfortable embarrassments on 
ducting this work, should operate as a sufficient in- 
ducement with every one to be “ instant in season ;” 
independent of the fact, that individual welfare is 
not advanced by a contrary mode of proceeding ! 
It is, therefore, not expecting too much, to look 
with confidence for a hearty co-operation from all 
the Friends of Truth and 


shall patronize this Paper. 


free investigation, whe 
Union of sentiment 
will gladden the heart; union of action will in 
the 


stimulus cannot be 


crease power. Consequently, motives as a 
wanting, when it is known that 
the Treasurer of this Establishment is in advance 
some hundreds of dollars, and that the punctuality 
of Subscribers will balance his books, and give solid 
of With 


weighty considerations full in view, the 


anticipations future assistance. these 
Patrons of 
the Fourth Volume of the GosPEL HERALD, will, 
with cheerfulness we trust, comply with the Condi- 
tions, and pay the Subscription of two dollars, in 
advance, ou the receipt of the Second Number. 
—i 

Epwarp Mircuett, Pastor of the Universalist 
Church, New-York, took leave of our citizens ina 
most animated and feeling discourse at the Theatre, 
on Saturday night last. During the eight days 
which Mr. Mitchell has remained among us, he has 
delivered eleven sermons to the largest congreza- 
tions ever assembled in Petersburg, and he will 
in mind a grateful sense of the 
affectionate attention received, and the warm inter- 
est evinced in his behalf, by many of our most re- 
spectable inhabitants. Peters. Intell. 


doubtless long bear 


—_j— 

? Subseribers to the Gospel Herald who wish their 
Volumes Bound, are informed, that by sending them within 
me week, to the re sidence of the Editor, No. 255 Grand 
street, they can have them bound with leather backs and 
corners, lettered, &c. for three shillings per volume 
Note Subseribers who send their volumes to be bound, 
are requt sted to arr inge their numbers in or le r, &c. ane u 
write their respective names and residences on the blank 
leaf title page. They will be bound, and 
ready for delivery on the second day of June 

—>—— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS 

Thomas Gambling, on Free Agency is received ; but its 
length, and the room a reply will occupy in our columns, 
to omit until the commencement of another 
volume. J. B. requesting an exposition of the parable m 
Matt. xiii. 47—50. is received, and shall be attended to. 


prec ceding the 


obliges us 
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